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Cameron in his element (19 July 2015) 
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OBITUARY – CAMERON McMASTER 
 

Many of you will be aware that Cameron McMaster, longtime member of LepSoc Africa and butterfly enthusiast, 

passed away on November 25th at Hermanus. 
 

His early life and education 
 

James Cameron McMaster was born in on 25 January 1937 at Gladstone farm near Thaba’Nchu in the Orange Free 

State where both sets of grandparents had farms. When these farms were expropriated in 1938, his family moved to 

the Eastern Cape where his grandfather bought the farm Middledrift in the Cathcart district of the Eastern Cape. 

This is where he grew up and developed his interest in sheep and flora – he had a lifelong passion for plants, inspired 

by his grandmother who used to take him for walks through the veld and help him record what he saw. He was the 

eldest of four children, with two brothers – David and Nigel and his sister Marion.  He attended junior school in 

Cathcart and then went to Queens College, Queenstown where he matriculated as a dux student in 1954. After school 

he spent a year working on the farm with his father, and then he went to the Cedara Agricultural College in 

Pietermaritzburg where he obtained an Agricultural Diploma, again as a dux student (1956).  He then completed a 

concentrated three-month Sheep and Wool Post Graduate Diploma at the Grootfontein College of Agriculture in 

Middelburg (1957). Studying by correspondence, he also gained the Intermediate Secretarial and Business Diploma. 
 

His professional career and development of the Dohne Merino 
 

He joined the Farmers’ Co-operative Union (FCU – a leading wool broker) in 1957 as a junior wool seller. He gained 

valuable experience in the handling and valuing of wool, until he was transferred to the field staff of FCU where he 

worked as a Sheep and Wool Officer, initially at Hopefield in the Western Cape and from 1961 onwards at 

Stutterheim in the Eastern Cape where he also served as Secretary of the local Farmers’ Association for 12 years. 
 

In 1970 he was invited to manage the newly formed Dohne Merino 

Breed Society, and held the post of Breed Director until 2000. He 

redefined the role of a Breed Society as taking responsibility for the 

development and supply of breeding material that would enhance the 

efficiency of breeding stock in a commercial environment and 

increase the profitability of commercial flocks. Objective 

measurements were defined to guide selection of breeding stock and 

numerous innovative breeding systems were introduced to take the 

development of the Dohne to a level where it is now acknowledged 

as a benchmark for dual-purpose Merinos. Under his supervision and 

guidance the Dohne Merino Breed progressed from a minor new 

breed in 1970 when the membership stood at 30 members with a total 

of 2000 registered ewes, to the fastest growing sheep breed in the 

world today with stud flocks and societies mushrooming in numerous 

countries such as Australia, New Zealand, Chile, Uruguay, Argentina, 

Falkland Islands with the prospect of further expansion to countries 

such as the USA, some Central Asian countries and China. 
 

Thereafter he developed a private sheep and wool consultancy, 

established an Indigenous Bulb Nursery and carried out a Botanical 

Survey of the wild flowers of the Amatola Mountains for the South 

African Forest Company (SAFCOL).  In his capacity as a private 

sheep and wool consultant he continued to work part time for the 

South African Dohne Merino Breed Society, and was consultant and 

advisor to numerous Dohne Stud Breeders. He was commissioned by the Australian Dohne Breeders’ Association 

from 2002–2007 to conduct annual workshops and training courses for the many new Dohne Stud Breeders in 

Australia. He also consulted for the Dohne Breeders Association in South America.  He participated in numerous 

International Sheep Conferences, including the World Merino Conferences of 1990, 1994, 2006 and 2014, and 

received many awards for his work (Appendices 4 & 5). He also published two books about sheep – “Sheep in my 

Blood" and "The Birth of a Breed" (see Appendix 1). 
 

 

 

 

His family life and outside interests 

 
 R McMaster 

Cameron with a Dohne Merino (April 2006) 
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His first wife was Marlene, and they had four children - James, Graeme, Stephen and Susan. During Cameron’s 40 

years in Stutterheim he was also involved in many other community activities.  He was a member of the local School 

Committee for 12 years and an active participant in the Dramatic Society. Cameron was a keen yachtsman and trout 

fisherman and was one of the founding members of the Stutterheim Angling and Yacht Club at Gubu Dam in 

Stutterheim, of which he later became chairman and then honorary life member.  He started off sailing a Tempest, 

but soon changed to sailing a Fireball called Conway.  He and his family would spend every Sunday sailing on the 

dam or attending regattas in the local area.  He bought his children a Dabchick which his son Stephen sailed.  He 

taught his sons to fly fish and was also an active member of the Angling section of the club. 
 

Study of butterflies 
 

Cameron started collecting butterflies in the mid-1960s and like 

everything he did he pursued it with great enthusiasm. It was a sad 

day for him when he sold his collection to fund a sheep trip to 

Australia and New Zealand.  His daughter Susan recalls that as 

children, they loved to go with him to the forests where he would 

hunt for butterflies or hang his trap nets baited with over-ripe 

bananas.  They watched him mount his butterflies, meticulously 

label them and place them in neat rows in his butterfly cabinets.  

When driving he would come to a screeching halt along the 

roadside to chase after a butterfly he spotted, sometimes tripping 

and falling because his eyes were firmly fixed on his quarry!  He 

also entertained them with the stories of his collecting adventures 

with friends like Clive Quickelberge (see below). 
 

Two butterflies were named in his honour: Aloeides macmasteri 

(Tite and Dickson) – in recognition of assistance rendered in 

developing a knowledge of this genus, and Trimenia macmasteri 

(Dickson), another species discovered by him. He also discovered a 

third species, Thestor compassbergae (Quickelberge & McMaster) 

for which he became co-author. 
 

His love of flowers and conservation of flora and fauna 
 

During his many contacts with farmers he pointed out their 

responsibility as custodians of our natural heritage and showed them 

the plants that grow on their farms.  Where ever rare and endangered 

species were found the owners of the land were urged to take steps 

to preserve these. For example, the Waainek Wild Flower Reserve 

near Somerset East was established and fenced off by Philip 

Erasmus on the Bosberg mountains to preserve the endemics – 

Kniphofia acraea and Haemanthus carneus. Whilst surveying the 

flora of the Amatola mountains in 2000–2003 he drew up a 

conservation and management plan for the mountain grasslands of 

this region, stressing their value as a water resource for the 

communities living below. In the Amatola forests he was 

responsible for organising the annual endangered Cape Parrot 

census. In the Overberg three significant remnants of fairly pristine, 

species-rich, Renosterveld, parts of the Napier commonage were 

conserved through negotiations with the Municipality, and funding 

was raised from plant lovers both locally and overseas for the 

necessary fencing and sign boards. 
 

As a very active member of the Western Cape branch of CREW 

(Custodians of Rare and Endangered Wild Flowers), a project of the 

South African National Biodiversity Institute, he was instrumental 

in establishing a CREW branch at Hogsback in the Eastern Cape. He 

regularly contributed articles of botanical and conservation interest 

to Veld and Flora, the official organ of the Botanical Society of SA, and to several international publications such 

as Herbertia, the official organ of the International Bulb Society, and the Bulletin of the Alpine Garden Society in 

 
 R Jones 

Trimenia macmasteri Matjiesvlei (Oct 2010) 
 

 
 J C McMaster 

Haemanthus carneus, Waainek Wildflower 

Reserve (February 2012) 
 

 
 J C McMaster 

Napier Renosterveld Reserve with Rhoda and her 

grandsons (2016) 
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the UK ( see Appendix 1). In 2007 and 2008 he published a series of 70 articles in "Farmers Weekly" on the subject 

of Wild Flower Conservation for farmers. 
 

He was an avid photographer and assembled a comprehensive 

collection of high-quality digital images of wild flowers of the Eastern 

Cape and the Overberg, available as CDs entitled “Wild Bulbs of the 

Eastern Cape” and “Wild Flowers of the Amatola mountains”. A 

commentator said of the latter “Cameron McMaster is one of South 

Africa’s most noted naturalists, whose enthusiasm and love of the 

plants and the surrounding environment resounds through this disk”. 

Furthermore, through his intensive field work in the Eastern Cape and 

latterly in the Western Cape he contributed significantly to the 

extension of ranges of numerous species and a knowledge of their 

conservation status. 
 

The Croft/ African Bulbs 
 

After his first marriage ended, Cameron went to live on a small holding 

near Stutterheim which he called The Croft and he renovated an old 

German settler cottage on the property. He also built two beautiful 

thatched self-catering cottages which he rented out to tourists. In 1996 

Cameron and Rhoda were married, and they lived at The Croft for over 

seven years. It had been Rhoda's hobby to grow indigenous bulbs, and 

it wasn't long before Cameron had all the infrastructure in place at The 

Croft to continue growing bulbs there, and their passion for plants 

dovetailed perfectly, so much so that they started a mail-order business 

called The Croft Nursery (Later African Bulbs), selling seeds and 

bulbs. In 2003 they moved to Napier in the Western Cape (closer to 

Rhoda’s children in Cape Town). The nursery was re-established there 

and the mailing list continued to grow to include overseas bulb 

enthusiasts, especially from Europe and the USA. To enable these 

overseas customers to experience the plants in the wild, Cameron 

organised with Rhoda’s assistance biannual two-week botanical tours 

to the Eastern Cape, with accommodation and meals often on farms, 

much to the delight of the tourists and the farmers! After moving to the 

Western Cape, annual tours were arranged to see the spring flowers in 

Namaqualand and along the West Coast. The last tour was in 2017, just 

after his eightieth birthday! 
 

TRIBUTES 
 

Cameron the father – eulogy by his daughter Susan read at his 

memorial service in Napier 
 

Where to begin?  There is just so much to say about my remarkable, 

talented, wonderful father.  He lived such a full life.  Whenever anyone 

asked me who my hero was, I would always say without a shadow of 

a doubt… my dad!  A hero is someone you look up to, who inspires 

you… and my dad had all those qualities “in spades”. 
 

He was a bundle of energy, always on the go.  We always said he did 

not know how to relax.  No wonder he accomplished so many things 

in his life!  Some examples of these are: 
 

• As a dedicated and extremely committed and competent manager 

of the Dohne Merino Breed Society, he was the driving force in 

building it up from its infancy to the international concern it is 

today, with Dohne breeders in SA, Australia and South America. 

 
 S Linley 

Cameron photographing a flower (2016) 
 

 
 J C McMaster 

The Croft, Stutterheim (1996) 
 

 
 J C McMaster 

Rediscovered – Lachenalia sargeantii, Napier 

(22 Oct 2006) after missing for 70 years! 
 

 
 J C McMaster 

Cameron on tour – Naude's Nek (Nov 2012) 
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• He was a prolific writer and author, publishing 

countless articles for journals and magazines.  He was 

always proud of the Dohne journals he compiled each 

year, as well as the beautifully written and laid out 

articles on flora published in the Farmer’s Weekly, to 

name but two examples.  He was the author of two 

books, Sheep in My Blood, and Birth of a Breed, as 

well as a booklet called God Would Not Let Me Go, 

given to family and friends. 

• As an accomplished photographer his exquisite 

pictures of flowers have been used in many books and 

other publications.  A lasting image of my dad is of 

him lying prone on the ground, in a contorted position, 

trying to get the best angle for a shot of a flower so 

small that most people would not even notice it, but 

beautiful to him. 

• As nature lover he had vast knowledge, and could 

spout forth the scientific names of countless plants.  I 

am so proud that he discovered new species of 

butterflies and plants that were named after him – 

Ceropegia macmasteri, Cyrtanthus macmasteri and 

Nerine macmasteri, to name but a few (see 

Appendices 2 & 3). 

• His lifelong interest in and love of plants culminated 

in the establishment, together with Rhoda, of a 

successful bulb and seed nursery.  As sought-after 

botanical tour guide, he guided many international 

visitors on tours into off-the-beaten-path areas to 

showcase South African flora. 

• He was a fine public speaker impressing audiences at 

world sheep conferences and botanical societies on 

various continents.  I was privileged to listen to a few 

of his botanical talks in Canada and America, and was 

proud to witness the admiration of his audiences.  

Each time I heard him speak, I was in awe of the depth 

and breadth of his knowledge. 

• Dad was also an avid conserver and custodian of 

plants, animals and the natural veld.  Whenever we 

were out walking he would be pulling out or chopping 

down aliens like pine trees in the fynbos.  Stuart and 

Richard eagerly joined in to help their grandpa, and I 

have lovely photos of them straining to uproot 

tenacious saplings. 
 

Through all of these pursuits which I have mentioned, 

Dad has left a lasting legacy.  His name will live on in 

books, journals, articles and names of species.  He 

certainly made his mark on and contributed enormously 

to society.  Of course, through his work and activities, 

Dad made many friends and acquaintances across South 

Africa and the world, and touched the lives of many 

people.  It has been heartwarming to read the kind words 

of sympathy and praise of Dad that have kept coming 

from many corners of the globe since his passing.  A 

number of people have called him a legend.  In fact, 

Gordie McMaster, an Australian sheep man whom Dad 

called his namesake, recently published a book called 

“Legends”, and Dad is featured as one of them.  I fully 

 
 

Cameron's 70th birthday celebration at Middledrift (January 

2007) 
 

 
  

The McMaster “clan” (2009). Back row L to R:  Andrew 

Linley, Cameron McMaster, Steve Thompson, James 

McMaster. Middle row L to R:  Melanie Thompson, Rhoda 

McMaster, Rina McMaster, Graeme McMaster, Richard 

Linley. Front row L to R:  Damon Thompson with Tavish 

McMaster on lap, Susan Linley, David McMaster, Stuart 

Linley, Sara McMaster, Caron McMaster. 
 

 
 A Linley 

Stuart (grandson), Susan (daughter), Cameron, and Richard 

(grandson) (July 2017) 
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agree with these people.  Dad truly was and is a legend, and just as legends are passed down from generation to 

generation, so will Dad’s amazing legacy live on and always be remembered. 
 

Those are the public memories that many people have, but it is the personal, private memories of my father that are 

even more special to me.  You would think that someone who was so busy doing so many things would not have 

time to spare for anything else.  But nothing could be further from the truth.  Dad was an ever-present, hands-on 

father in our lives.  He always had time for us. 
 

Dad was the one who read to us and instilled in me a love of reading.  He read poems from “A Child’s Garden of 

Verses” and brought alive the stories of Christopher Robin, Pooh and Piglet, Ratty and Mole in the “The Wind in 

the Willows”, Mowgli in “The Jungle Book”, and Jock in “Dog of the Bookshelf” as we called it.  I loved reciting 

the poem, “The Highwayman”, together with him.  We spent many hours listening to him reading while we were 

coaxed into combing his hair as compensation.  Later, when I was a bit older, after I had visited the library, I would 

race home to show my dad my book choices.  I am so happy that I had the opportunity to read to Dad in return when 

I came out to visit in July/August.  Things came around full circle. 
 

Dad had a beautiful singing voice.  I loved how he harmonised while singing hymns in church.  I also think fondly 

of the family sing-songs around the piano with Mom playing jazz numbers.  Long car trips were made enjoyable by 

singing choruses together like “Everybody Ought to Know” and “I am H-A-P-P-Y”. Dad also was a talented 

carpenter and made me beautiful white wooden cots for my dolls, while Mom sewed the bedding and dolls’ clothes.  

He also helped my brothers make go-carts which they raced down the steep road beside our house. 
 

Dad was a gardener and landscaper par excellence!  We watched him ploughing the ground with a tractor and laying 

huge rocks to make beautiful rockeries, creating a stunning garden at our home in Cycad Avenue in Stutterheim.  

Walking around gardens and learning the names of plants will remain some of my favourite memories.  We have 

walked in many gardens over the years, our own growing up, my garden in Canada, those of plant acquaintances in 

Canada and the States, and many botanical gardens.  The last time was last year when we visited the Royal Botanical 

Gardens near Toronto.  Walking in gardens is not the same without Dad who made it so much more meaningful. 
 

Another opportunity to enjoy Dad’s company was when we went sailing and fishing at Gubu Dam near Stutterheim.  

Dad was a founding member of the Stutterheim Angling and Yacht Club and was later given honorary life 

membership.  (My brothers are still members of the angling club and go fishing at Gubu Dam whenever they visit 

Stutterheim.)  I spent every Sunday at Gubu Dam for quite a few years sailing with Dad or helping on the bridge 

during weekly races or at regattas held at our club.  I was not Dad’s regular crew, my brother James was, after Dad’s 

first sailing partner, Terry Hepworth, left town.  However, I did sail with Dad often, enjoying the thrill of hanging 

out on the trapeze and planing across the water when the wind was up.  Dad started off sailing a tempo and then 

bought a fireball called Conway.  He also bought a dabchick which my brothers, especially Stephen, sailed.  We 

attended many regattas in the vicinity and further afield like Sedgefield which was fun. 
 

Dad was a keen fisherman and taught all my brothers to flyfish for trout, as well as to fish off the rocks at the sea. 

Those are just some memories, but there are many more including many, many family holidays by the seaside when 

we were younger, and especially accompanying my Dad on visits to farms where he classed sheep and attended 

sales.  I loved going to ram sales with Dad. 
 

I shall always be grateful that Dad corresponded with and visited us so regularly, even though we live so far away.  

He always made a point of keeping connected with our boys, Stuart and Richard, by sending them photos and news 

of various happenings on The Croft, and so fostering a long-distance relationship with his grandsons over the miles.  

He made sure they knew about the calf falling in the hole of an antbear or the lambs being born.  He made trips 

alone or with Rhoda to England and Canada, and some of the excursions we enjoyed were camping trips to 

Algonquin and Pinery Provincial Parks where we walked, birdwatched and canoed.  Dad also enjoyed our visits to 

the Stratford Festival to see musicals that he loved so much like Oklahoma and HMS Pinafore.  In fact, the last 

musical we saw was “Me and My Girl” at the Shaw Festival in Niagara-on-the-Lake last year. 
 

But the trips that are the most special to me are the road trips Dad and I did along together to Ottawa, Boston and 

Cape Cod, New York City and upstate New York, and Acadia National Park in Maine.  It was just Dad and me, 

spending time together, chatting and enjoying each other’s company.  I shall forever cherish those times. 
 

Susan Linley 
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Cameron the grandfather – tributes from his grandsons 
 

Richard Linley 

Growing up in Canada, I did not get to see my grandfather as often as many grandchildren do. However, I was still 

able to spend a considerable amount of time with him, for which I will always be very grateful.  Whether it was 

visiting him on The Croft as a young child, where some of my favourite memories of my youth are held, or one of 

the many trips he would take to visit us in Canada, I was always thankful that Grandpa would take the time from his 

busy life to see us. 
 

One of my fonder memories of Grandpa is a school project I did with him in Grade 5. The assignment was to catch 

and report on various insects that lived near my home.  I knew nothing of how to catch insects, but luckily my 

grandfather was an avid collector of butterflies and he was eager to help me with my project.  It was wonderful to 

spend the following week going on hikes with him catching insects and seeing one of his passions in action. 
 

He was undoubtedly a man of many passions, be it developing the incredible Dohne Merino breed, catching 

butterflies, growing his nursery and discovering new plants, or taking a great number of people on nature hikes. I 

was grateful to be able to spend a week with all of his children, and their children at Coffee Bay in 2016. Cameron 

was definitely proud to see how happy, successful and varied our paths were and he took pride in knowing he had 

raised his family well. 
 

My grandfather was a great man, an excellent role model and has left an incredible legacy behind for his family to 

appreciate. May he rest in peace. 
 

Stuart Linley 

As we get older we are able to better understand the people we grew up knowing. Despite the large distances 

separating us, I have had the good fortune of being raised by parents with the commitment to ensure I was able to 

have a relationship with my grandfather. 
 

Cameron has been many things to me growing up. When I was young, I understood him as grandpa: the farmer, the 

cottage builder, and the fisherman. My early relationship with him was intrinsically tied to The Croft, a farm in 

Stutterheim which was, to the extent of my knowledge, the heart of the McMaster family. At The Croft, Cameron 

always took time to show me a little bit of his world – mielie-meal for breakfast, butterfly and stamp collections, 

silkie chickens, rides on the four-wheeler, and feeding the sheep (sometimes participating in their meal as we were 

encouraged to taste the sheep feed). We most often visited around Christmas time, meaning we were there in the 

height of summer, with lush vegetation and full dams, perfect for fishing. Christmas mornings were often spent in 

the guest cottages which Cameron built, where my brother and I would wake up on beds in a snug loft with the 

thatched roof directly over our heads. The experience was rustic and vivid with so much to see, do, and learn, and 

everything about that place wasn’t just built by Cameron, but was a part of Cameron. 
 

As I aged, so did my perspective of Cameron as a person. His identity expanded so I knew him as an entrepreneur, 

a bird watcher, a nature guide, and a scientist. Long drives in the back of the bakkie cushioned with mattresses and 

blankets so we could get to an out-of-the-way landscape with exotic cycads, or nearby walks in the fynbos near 

Napier to point out unique flowers; the location didn’t seem to matter because Cameron’s encyclopaedic knowledge 

of flora could always be relied upon to teach us something new. I was always enormously impressed by Cameron’s 

scientific contributions as the discoverer of several species of flowers and butterflies. It had always seemed to me 

that every animal and plant on the planet had been scrupulously catalogued many hundreds of years ago by stuffy 

old men with a decided penchant for Latin. The idea that someone I knew was able to actively venture out in search 

of new species, and receive credit in the form of a Linnean binomial classification (Trimenia macmasteri) was a 

challenge to my perception of scientists and made the pursuit of knowledge seem a lot closer to home. You can find 

his acknowledgement for this accomplishment in a 1968 article by Dickson, published in the Entomologist’s Record 

and Journal of Variation, where he is credited with procuring the holotypes and paratypes of the species. 
 

Everything Cameron did was done completely and passionately, and the fine results of his hard work are readily 

apparent everywhere he laid his hand. From the significant contributions he made in the development and global 

adoption of the Dohne Merino sheep breed to his fastidious construction of The Croft cottages and loving education 

of his children and grandchildren, he never settled for a half measure. In more recent years he has taken on more 

identities as the owner and operator of a successful bulb nursery, a family historian, and an evangelist. This last 

identity is one that I think of every year around this time when I sing Handel’s Messiah with my local choir – “All 

we like sheep have gone astray” – the parallels of my grandfather the sheep man carefully tending to his flock and 

caring for his family’s spirituality are hard to miss. As an historian, Cameron has meticulously collected 
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photographs, journals, and articles relating to the McMaster family’s history in the Eastern Cape, providing a 

connection to the past for us and future generations. 
 

He was deeply connected with life in and the life of South Africa with great effort in caring for his animals, 

fascination with wild flora and fauna, and a strong connection with his family. My understanding of him as a man 

has grown and become more nuanced with age, and I am thankful to my parents for ensuring that I was able to have 

a relationship with him over great distances. The natural beauty of South Africa will always come with strong 

memories of my grandfather, and I know that some day I will return, see, and remember more strongly. Now 

Cameron takes his place alongside our ancestors as a person who helped shape part of human industry and natural 

understanding. I will always feel his connection to life, nature, and human progress, and do my best to honour his 

memory in my actions and words. 
 

Cameron the sheep breeder by David Kain, President of the Australian Dohne Breeders Association (2010) 
 

I have read "Sheep In My Blood", several times and found it enthralling reading. A must read for all Dohne breeders. 

Cameron McMaster's efforts throughout his life towards the development of the Dohne Breed and an animal that 

will survive even the harshest of times has greatly influenced the lives and indeed fortunes of many thousands of 

farmers around the world. Cameron McMaster is not an ordinary man, his strength, his courage and the absolute 

conviction of his beliefs stands him apart from his peers.  
 

What would have started for him as a young man, a lonely voice in an industry bound up by tradition and secrecy, 

has finished with the sheep industry around the world advocating his many beliefs. Cameron has concluded his 

working life as a renowned speaker of great repute, passion and knowledge. Amongst all this, he has retained his 

sense of humour, his humility and most importantly his ability to advise and counsel even the smallest of breeders.  
 

Cameron has been at the forefront of the development and growth of the Australian Dohne Industry. He has spent 

many months conducting workshops, attending Field Days and Sales right across Australia. His efforts in promoting 

the breed are qualified by the Dohne's standing in Australia now. It is fact that we would not be where we are now, 

if not for his efforts. It would be remiss of me not to mention his lovely wife Rhoda, who has made their home 

welcome to the many visitors over the years from all over the world. I have no doubt that her support and 

understanding has helped Cameron achieve his many goals in life. On behalf of all Dohne breeders here in Australia.  
 

Cameron McMaster "WE SALUTE YOU" and wish you all the best now and in the future.  
 

I will conclude by saying on a personal level, that without his guidance, enthusiasm, support and knowledge that 

he has freely imparted over the years, I would not be farming today. His sheep (the Dohne) have kept me on the 

land. Cameron I very much look forward to your next book.  
 

Clive Quickelberge 
 

During the mid-sixties the McMasters moved into a house in Stutterheim adjacent to ours, and being married to a 

cousin of mine we began socialising. Cameron took an immediate interest in my butterfly activities, and in fact the 

bug bit him so severely that in next to no time he was egging me on to get into the field. 
 

If you get the impression that Cameron was a hyperactive sort guy of you would be spot on. His code word was 

“RIGHT!” and whenever things wound down, he rallying cry of RIGHT would spur us onto another tact with added 

zest. Arriving at a suitable spot to pitch out tent Cameron was hardly out of the car when his first words 

were “RIGHT now we will pitch the tent”.  As the last peg was hammered home, at once the “Right now we will 

make supper” followed and then…. and then.  On this particular occasion, we were at the foot of the Cockscomb 

mountain on the rain-shadow side, not all that far from Uitenhage. The next day Cameron was like a race horse out 

of the stocks and we were scaling the heights of this interesting mountain range during a blistering hot day. 
 

Two thirds of the way up we became very dehydrated, foolishly we never carried water, and the sight of a small 

rock pool drew us at once. Taking turns to drink I had almost drained the pool completely when my eyes focused on 

the bottom of the pool. Some rock dassie had found the pool first and decided to deposit their faeces into the pool in 

the form of pellets. To this day I doubt very much that we would have been put off drinking the water had we noticed 

their presence beforehand. Thirst is a strong basic instinct…… This is just one example of the experiences Cameron 

and I enjoyed together. His time scale didn’t bother me at all, it was good for me as I tended to be far more leisurely. 
 

Trips to the Compassberg mountains near Middleburg were undertaken to get sufficient material to describe the new 

Thestor, named after the mountain. We combed the Amotola mountains near Stutterheim on innumerable occasions; 

also trips to Mbulu, Transkei for Chrysoritis lyncurium. What a gem this little copper is! 
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These were only some of the highlights of our association together and I feel bereft by his passing. 
 

Dave Edge 
 

I first met Cameron in November 1991. We drove down from Johannesburg to Stutterheim and parked our caravan 

at Cameron’s farm “The Croft” near Stutterheim. We were immediately impressed by his friendly disposition, 

hospitality and capabilities – and my was he a hive of energy! The next day he took us in his bakkie up Mount 

Kubusie via his friend Aubrey Cottrell’s farm Ailsa north of the Amatolas. On the top he showed us Chrysoritis 

penningtoni, Chrysoritis turneri amatola and Aloeides quickelbergei – our first taste of Eastern Cape butterflies. 
 

After a few rainy days (not uncommon in Stutterheim) Cameron gave us directions to his locality Vlekpoort near 

Hofmeyr where he had found Trimenia macmasteri and Aloeides macmasteri. We were unable to find these 

butterflies but the locality was very promising, with Stygionympha robertsoni, Aloeides damarensis, Stugeta bowkeri 

bowkeri, Argyraspodes argyraspis and Aloeides pierus. The next day we visited another two of Cameron’s localities 

– Eastpoort near Cookhouse and Witmos on the Fish river. The former was the type locality for Trimenia macmasteri 

and the latter a locality for Chrysoritis beulah and Crudaria capensis. Cameron then gave us directions to get to 

Evellyn Valley and Isidenge Peak. At the former place we found Papilio euphranor and at the latter were 

unsuccessful in a search for Chrysoritis braueri, another Eastern Cape endemic.  

On another day Cameron and his son Graeme took us up Dohne peak, accessible not far from The Croft. Butterflies 

found up here were Serradinga bowkeri clarki, Chrysoritis turneri amatola and Aloeides quickelbergei. The next 

day, following directions from Cameron, we went to the Compassberg and were able to find Thestor compassbergae, 

another of Cameron’s discoveries. In January 1992, following Cameron’s directions we climbed Gaika’s Kop and 

found Harpendyreus tsomo, Lycaena clarki, Serradinga bowkeri clarki and Pseudonympha gaika. The day after we 

went with Cameron to Mbulu in the Transkei, where we found Iolaus silas silas, Stugeta bowkeri bowkeri and 

Chrysoritis lyncurium (a rarity) near Xolobe store. In October 1992, we followed Cameron’s directions to the 

Buffalo Pass, East London, where we searched for and found Aloeides caffrariae, Durbania amakosa amakosa and 

Kedestes mohozutsa. 
 

When one went out in the field with Cameron he could cover a lot of ground very quickly, and would locate the 

sought-after butterflies (if they were there) and show them to you. When he wasn’t with us his directions were very 

accurate, and one could find the exact place he was describing with relative ease. What a pleasure compared to 

directions we sometimes got from others which were rather vague! 

 

Even though he’d only just met us, he invited us into his farmhouse in the evening and we would eat together – often 

with him displaying his skills as the cook (with vegetables and herbs from his garden). We had another common 

link later when we met his cousin Judy Dyson in Plettenberg Bay, and sometimes we would take her with us to 

Stutterheim, where we all had a grand time. 
 

When Cameron and Rhoda moved to Napier we would visit them as regularly as possible when we were in the area 

(at least once a year to run the “Foot of Africa marathon”). Although Cameron had pretty much given up pursuing 

butterflies by then to follow his passion for plants, our shared enthusiasm for nature always gave us plenty to talk 

about, and his bulb nursery was a wonderland. Out in the field he would show us some of the rarer plants, and this 

increased my own appreciation and knowledge – he was such a good teacher and fund of knowledge. By the mid- 

1990s when I was involved with my research into the Brenton Blue and he helped me to identify plants at the reserve. 

His incredible library of plant books was also a valuable resource for a plant novice such as I was. 
 

He was always very modest about his accomplishments. It is only now, when I have the honour of coordinating this 

obituary, that I am gaining full appreciation of what an amazing person he was, and the breadth of his achievements. 

We will miss him sorely and always hold very special memories of him, not only from when he was at his full 

powers as a naturalist, dashing up and down mountains, but also in later life how he always had time for everyone, 

expert or novice. His love for butterflies never faded, and right up to the end he would send me pictures and new 

records of butterflies from all over the Western and Eastern Cape. 
 

Rest in well-deserved peace, Cameron.  
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APPENDIX 1 

 

Scientific and other publications 

 

Dickson, C.G.C. & McMaster, J.C. (1967). Some observations on Poecilmitis turneri Riley (Lepidoptera: 

Lycaenidae), with a description of a new race. The Entomologist’s Record 79: 209–211. 1 pl. 

Quickelberge, C.D. & McMaster, J.C. (1970). A new species of Thestor Hübner (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) from 

the Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. The Entomologist’s Record 82: 319–323. 1 pl. 

McMaster, J.C. & McMaster, R. (1999). Mountain of Healers. Plantlife 21: 16–18. 

McMaster, J.C. (2000).  Amaryllidaceae of the Eastern Cape Province. Herbertia 55: 97–106. 

McMaster, J.C. (2004). Cyrtanthus macmasteri. Veld & Flora 90: 20–23. 

McMaster, J.C. & McMaster, R. (2004). Nerine huttoniae up the creek? Veld & Flora 90: 71. 

Dold, A.P. & McMaster, J.C. (2004). Nerine gibsonii. Veld & Flora 90: 102–105. 

McMaster, J.C. (2004). An assortment of Haemanthus. Veld & Flora 90: 108–110. 

McMaster, J.C. (2005). Gladiolus pubigerus. Veld & Flora 91: 38–39 

Duncan, G.D., McMaster, J.C. & McMaster, R. (2005). Out of the ashes. Veld & Flora 91: 66–69 

McMaster, J.C. (2005). Conserving the mountain grasslands of the Amatolas. Veld & Flora 91: 131–133. 

McMaster, J.C. (2006). Ceropegia macmasteri. Veld & Flora 92: 158–159. 

McMaster, J.C. & Dold, A.P. (2006). A newly described species, Ceropegia macmasteri, from Eastern Cape, South 

Africa. Aloe 43(2&3): 59–60. 

McMaster, J.C. (2006). Bulbs of the Eastern Cape. The Alpine Gardener 74: 330–346. 

McMaster, R. & McMaster, J.C. (2006). Lachenalia sergeantii revisited. Veld & Flora 92: 15. 

McMaster, J.C. (2007). Crinum campanulatum. Herbertia 61:  92–94. 

McMaster, J.C. (2007). A very grand flower. Veld & Flora 93: 29–31 

McMaster, J.C. (2007). Disa lugens: Eastern Cape orchid. Veld & Flora 93: 147–149. 

McMaster, J.C. & McMaster, R. (2009). The Napier Renosterveld Project. Veld & Flora 95: 11. 

McMaster, J.C. (2010). A rare Amatola milkweed: CREW. Veld & Flora 96: 65.  

McMaster, J.C. (2010). Sheep in my blood – an account of my career as a sheepman. Bev Storch. 129 pp. 

McMaster, J.C. (2011). The genus Haemanthus L. (Amaryllidaceae) - a personal account of my relationship with 

these fascinating plants.  Herbertia 65:  234–253. 

McMaster, J.C. (2011) Book review: Field Guide to the Flora of Grootbos Nature Reserve and the Walker Bay 

region, Sean Privett. Veld & Flora 97: 142. 

McMaster, J.C. (2013) Road to recovery: BotSoc partnerships and projects. Veld & Flora 99: 131. 

McMaster, R. & McMaster, J.C. (2013). Book Review: The Genus Lachenalia.  Herbertia 66: 360–367. 

McMaster, J.C. (2015). Birth of a Breed: The Dohne Merino Story. 337 pp. 

 

A weekly series on veld flowers for FARMERS WEEKLY, from 14 September 2007 to 13 February 2009, to help 

farmers with identification and conservation. About 70 articles. 

 

For over four decades he wrote regular articles in FARMERS WEEKLY and LANDBOU WEEKBLAD about sheep 

and the benefits of farming with the Dohne Merino. Far too many to even start trying to list them. Possibly over 200 

articles. And finally, he published the DOHNE MERINO JOURNAL for almost 30 years, writing articles for every 

edition. 

 

APPENDIX 2 

 

Butterflies named after Cameron, or which he played a role in discovering 

 

• Chrysoritis beulah. Quickelberge, C.D. (1966). A new species of Poecilmitis Butler (Rhopalocera) from the 

Eastern Cape. Novos Taxa Entomologicos 47: 3–11. Cameron accompanied Clive on 31 December 1964 when 

the type series was captured at the farm Welbedagt in the Uitenhage District, and provided the allotype and seven 

paratypes for the description. 

• Chrysoritis turneri amatola. Dickson, C.G.C. & McMaster, J.C. (1967). Some observations on Poecilmitis 

turneri Riley (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae), with a description of a new race. The Entomologist’s Record 79: 209–

211. 1 pl. 

• Trimenia macmasteri. Dickson, C.G.C. (1968). A further new species of the Phasis wallengrenii (Trimen) 

complex (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae). The Entomologist’s Record 80: 89–92. 1 pl. Cameron discovered this 

butterfly on 16 October 1966 at Eastpoort near Cookhouse in the Eastern Cape and another locality at Vlekpoort 

near Hofmeyr, and provided the holotype, allotype and paratypes to Charles Dickson for description.  
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• Thestor compassbergae. Quickelberge, C.D. & McMaster, J.C. (1970). A new species of Thestor Hübner 

(Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae) from the Eastern Cape Province, South Africa. The Entomologist’s Record 82: 319–

323. 1 pl. Cameron and Clive discovered this species on 14 December 1969 on the Compassberg mountain to 

the north of New Bethesda in the Eastern Cape Province, and Cameron provided the holotype with 7 male and 8 

female paratypes for the description. 

• Aloeides macmasteri. Tite, G.E. & Dickson, C.G.C. (1973). The genus Aloeides and allied genera (Lepidoptera: 

Lycaenidae). Bulletin of the British Museum (Natural History): Entomology 29(5): 269–270. Cameron provided 

specimens from Eastpoort, Katberg, Cathcart, Gaika’s Kop, Isidenge and Sheldon for the description of the 

species and his assistance was acknowledged by the authors who named it after him. 

 

APPENDIX 3 

 

Plants named after Cameron 

 

• Cyrtanthus macmasteri. Snyman, D.A., 2003. A new Cyrtanthus species (Amaryllidaceae: Cyrtantheae) 

endemic to the Albany centre. Eastern Cape, South Africa. Bothalia 33, p. 145-147. 

• Ceropegia macmasteri. Dold, A.P., 2006. Ceropegia macmasteri (Apocynaceae–Asclepiadoideae–

Ceropegieae), a new species from Eastern Cape, South Africa. South African Journal of Botany. Volume 72, 

Issue 1, February 2006, Pages 144-146 

• Tulbaghia violacea subsp. macmasteri Vosa, C.G. 2009. A new subspecies of Tulbaghia violacea Harv. from 

Kaboega (Zuurberg, Somerset East, South Africa). Herbertia 63: 118–123. 

• Nerine macmasteri. Duncan, G.D., 2016. The Amaryllidaceae of Southern Africa. 548–549. Umdaus Press. 

 

APPENDIX 4 

 

Presentations and awards 

 

1991 Special award from the Merino Sheep and Wool Experts Association for his service to the Sheep and Wool 

Industry – on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the Dohne Breeders’ Society. 

1994 Honoured as “Sheepman of the Year” by the Merino Sheep and Wool Experts Association. 

2002 Honorary Life Membership of the Dohne Merino Breed Society of South Africa and the East Cape Dohne 

Merino Club (2002) and he won several awards for Meritorious Service to these bodies. 

2005 Presentation from the SA Federation of Group Breeders (2005) for “Interest and dedication to the South 

African Federation of Group Breeders and for many years of service to Group Breeding in general”. 

2005 The Schelpe Award from the Botanical Society as the author of the best article covering any aspect of the 

horticulture of the indigenous flora of southern Africa appearing in Veld & Flora. 

2006 The Australian Dohne Breeders Association made him an award with the citation “In appreciation of the 

outstanding contribution and commitment to the establishment of the Dohne Breed in Australia”. 

2006 Honorary Life Member of the Botanical Society of South Africa. 

2006 Western Cape Agricultural Writers Association voted him “Agriculturalist of the Year”. 

2009 "Certificate of Excellence" awarded to the Napier CREW group for "outstanding contributions towards the 

conservation of threatened plants and habitats" 

2012 Grootfontein Agricultural College honoured him as “Old Student of the Year” (2012). 

2014 Honorary lifetime membership of the Australian Dohne Breeders Association. 

2018 "Excellence in Botanical and Agri Tourism" award from FGASA (Field Guides Association of South Africa) 

 

APPENDIX 5 

 

Participation in local and international symposiums 

 

1980 Two presentations at the World Congress on Sheep and Beef Cattle Breeding in Christchurch, New Zealand: 

• “The Role of Sheep Breed Societies in Promoting the use of Technological Advances and Modern 

Breeding Plans” 

• “Co-operative Breeding Schemes in the Republic of South Africa” 

1984 2nd World Congress on Sheep and Beef Cattle Breeding, Pretoria, South Africa:  Chairman of the Plenary 

Session on Group Breeding and organised and accompanied the Post Congress Tour as Guide. 

1990 Served on the Planning Committee for the 3rd World Merino Congress held in Pretoria, South Africa and 

presented a paper entitled “Breeding Systems for Dual-Purpose Sheep” 
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1994 Presentation at the 4th World Merino Congress held in Montevideo, Uruguay – the title being “The role of 

the Merino in the Development of Dual-purpose Breeds” 

1995 Presentation at the World Sheep and Wool Congress held at Malvern, England, the title of his address being 

“Breeding for Fibres”. 

1998 Co-author with Henri Londt of a paper entitled “The Dohne Merino as an example of Modern Breed 

Development”, presented by Henri Londt to the 5th World Merino Congress in Christchurch, New Zealand. 

2002 Presented a paper on South African Bulbs at the 5th Annual Conference of the International Plant Propagator’s 

Society held in Pretoria. 

2003 Guest Speaker at the Merino Selection Demonstration Flocks Annual Field Day arranged by the South 

Australian Research and Development Institute at Turretfield Research Centre.His paper was entitled 

“Breeding to meet your Commercial Production Environment”. 

2003 Presentation on South African Bulbs for the Australian Bulb Society at Albury, NSW. 

2003 Presentation on Wild Bulbs of the Eastern Cape at an International Symposium held by the Indigenous Bulb 

Growers Association of South Africa. 

2004 Two presentations on South African Bulbs for the Alpine Garden Society of Great Britain and one similar 

presentation to the Nerine and Amaryllid Society of Great Britain – all in the UK. 

2006 Presentation on “Profitable Sheep Production” to the staff and students at Lincoln College, Canterbury, New 

Zealand. 

2006 The only South African invited to speak at the 7th World Merino Congress held in Perth, Australia. 

2006 Presentation on “Botanical Tourism” at the 2nd International Symposium held by the Indigenous Bulb 

Growers Association of South Africa. 

2013 Presented workshops for sheep breeders in Uruguay and Chile, South America. 

2014 Invited to speak at the 9th World Merino Congress held in Stellenbosch, South Africa. 

2016 Invited speaker at the Global Dohne Conference in Australia. 

2018 Invited speaker at the International Dohne Conference in Uruguay (where he was the only speaker to receive 

a standing ovation). 
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